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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



CASE DUMBER 1:G5C¥01121 

JUDGE: Paul L. Frie<3man 

BECS TYPE: Personal Injury/Malpractice 

mm STAMP: 06/07/2005 



MARVA JEAN HERRING. } 

5708 LYNGATE COURT ) 

LANHAM, MWffigfa^ j 

30[- SS-2--S-05S-" {3e( -.tt&o-Vtyi ) 

v. > 

Jf 

U.S. ATTOKNEY GENERAL ; ATTOK . GEN-D^ 

■ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS; ANTHONY X PR3NCIK, ' 
SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS ' 
AFFAmS; WASHINGTON VA MEDICAID 
CENTER; SANFORD QAKHJNKE&, Oirecto^ ! 
WASHINGTON VA Medical Center; DR. ' - 

GEORGE WHITE, Chief aCSurg^VA Medical : 
Center: DR. KRA$NO, Chief of Onsology, VA >-- 
.Medical Center; ■:*;; : LaTara Miller, V A Medical ) 
Center; DR. (MRS.) EDWARDS, VA Medical } 
Center; Doris Lane* VA Medical Center; Gail Bell* ) 
'VA Medical Center^ ) 

) 
. .. . : Bgfep<tega>.. _^ n L , _) 



CQMPLAIWT 
COMES NOW, M&rv& Jea& Herring, jw se Ptautfifl; and $ie$ this complamt alleging 
violations o£tb& laws of the United States by the above-aamedDe&sadaiitB as follows: 

P arties 

1 . The PlaiattS; Marva Jean Henisg, is a citkeja of fee United States residing is the State 
of Maryland- Plaintiff is a board-certified a&d board-Hceosed cteatist and veteran of fee United 
States Aimy m& United States Air Foice, having served in tho$s military branches as a& rafisted 
persoimeiand officer for approximately 1 7year$, 

2. The Defendants are the United Stalsa Department of Veterans Affairs, an Executive 



Department of the United States; Anthony J, 



mmr 




capacity as Secretary- of the 

2004 






* 
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Department of Veterans Affairs; fee Veterans- Affairs Macicai Center (VAMC) located in 
Washington, IXC, sm organizational component of the U. S. Dzpsztmetzt of Veterans Affairs; 
S&rtfbrd Garforicel in bis capacity m Director of the VAMC; Dr. George White in Ms capacity as 
Chief of Surgery, VAMC; Dr. Kxasno in Ills capacity as Chief of Oncology, VAMC; Dr- (Mrs.) 
Edwards m her capacity a& aa atiplayee of the VAMC; Dr, LaT&ra in her capacity as an 
employee of the VAMC; .Doris Lms m her capacity as to smpfoyas of the VAMC; mid Gail Bell 
in her edacity as m employee of Ae VAMC. 

3. This Honorable Com has jurisdiction of M$ matter piquant to 28 USC §§ '1 346 et 
seq; 

4. Tfcis matter is properly before this court became the DcfeodaBta Department of 
Veteran Affairs and VAMC are located in a&d maint&m their business records within the. 
Disixict of Cotmubm; the other immcA Dafendants are employed in the District -of Columbia: smd 
other record, pettmung this kw suit am maintained in the District of Columbia. 

Stafamm t jaLCtofang 

5. Oh or about December 7* 2001, Bimntiff sought e&xetggmy treatment from the 
VAMC. Fkbtiff sought medical tmimcai afler discovering a small, pea-sized (^proximately 
3-6ibi&) lump u&dear her right armpit Plaintiff was referral to the Breast CBrric \snfe the eaxs of 
Dr. George White* Mammograms m& clinical breast exams wwe performed over & pmo4 of 
approximMeiy two (2) years. Despite. Plaintiff's requests that other typas of e£&m& be 
perfbmied, no0e was done during flie approximate two-yea? period. Frustrated m& disgusted 
with Defendants* macron, and apparent disinterest in her health and concerns*- Plaintiff requested 
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a biopsy in early 2003, 

& Plaintiff is an Amy veteran as well &$ & member of to? Air Fojxe Reserve, hi 
September 2003, Plaintiff was ordered by the Air Force to get a defective- mtaicai d&g&osis md. 
matmm?S after medical conditioB^ and was relieved of duty by the Air Force Reserve and given 
a. t&nee (3) month period in which to gel the treatment .Plaintiff informed wd relayed feis 
mforma&m to Defend&ate VAMC sad its medical staff, Despite fei$, however, the attending 
medical staff at ttvc VAMC cont&ued to display complete apatfay to Pteastiffa situatioB s^d 
condition, md no treatment w^$ given Plmittit 

7, Because of the spa&y aad lack of concern and action by Defendants VAMC and its 
mtssmfeg medical staff, Plaintiff requested to be transferred to the Waiter Reed Asmj Medicai 
G^utcr (W8AMC) in Wa^bsfcgtoa, IXC Ptel&tiff s rape&tediy r<squestod» verbally and in writings 
to be frnisfoTred to WRAMC for tKSfme&L Because of Deffeadante* eostti&ued refusal to transfer 
her to WRAMC, Pl&i&tiff sought the assistance of U. S- Representative Albert Wym 
Congressman. Wyna's T^eat^d verbal &&d written reqaesta, Bfag Pkmti£f $, §iso were met with 
irefosaJ. fey Ztefea&mte VAMC mA. its medical staff fc feet, Defendants VAMC m& its medical 
staff rc&ged- to honor Pfadetiff s r&que&ts for a temsfer to WRAMC for one fell ysar after biopsy 
m& discovery of osorcmoma. 

8 , D*ae to. the negligence, apathy md dsliben&te fefiwe to act in a tim&ly Horner by 
]>efeodacts VAMC ffid its medBcal stag; ?iaEHfi#W8s not ghnai and did not receive, in a timely 
maimer needed- medical treatment aisd as a result PIai&ti!F& fes&lfii asd msdiqai condition 
worsted comsd^fety, 

9, For one full war of receiving no treatment, Plaintiffs, carcfeoma metastasized froiB a 
3 -6mm area to include the tight annpat, breast area and lympfe nodes. Sines July 2004, Plaintiffs 
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a biopsy in early 2003. 

6, Plaintiff is an Amy veteran as well as a member of to Air Fotce Reserve, fa 
September 2003, Plaintiff was orde^d by the Air Force to g%t a definitive nodical diagnosis and 
treatment of her medical condition, end was relieved of duty by the Air Force Reserve and given 
a three (3) month period in wbtets to gat the tttt&taae&L Plaintiff fcibrmeo and relayed ffels 
information to Defendants V AMC a&d its medie&I $fa.ff v Despite tfeis, however, fee attedfeg 
medical staff at tite VAMC continued to display complete apathy to Plaintiffs situation £Bd 
eooditioa, &&d no treatmsat was given Plaintiff 

7- Because of the apathy £&d lack of concern asd action by Defendants V AMC §3ad its 
attending medical st&if, Plaintiff taqussted to be transferred to fee Walter Reed Amy Medical. 
Centex (WRAMC) in Waajbazigtoa, B.C. Plaintiff s repeatedly requited* verbally and- in writing, 
to. 'be traiBfeircd to WRAMC for treatment. Because of Defeodaats* continued lefesal to trans&r 
her to WRAMC, Pla&liiF sought the assistance of U. S, Representative Albert Wy&ii. 
Co^gressmaft Wyim's repeated verbal mi wfMm requests, Hke Plaintiffs, also were met with 
refusal by Defcad&xdfi VAMC ami ics medical staff £& feet, Defendants VAMC and its me&eal 
staff re&aetl. to h®mr Plaintiff* s requests for a transfer to- WRAMC for oBe Ml year after biopsy 
and discovery of carcinoma 

8 \ Due to the 'a^gligence, apathy- and deUbexs&c failure to act to a timely maimer by 
Defendants VAMC md its: medical $tei£. Plaintiff was not gjvsa and did not receive in a timely 
maniier needed, m^iical treatment and $$ a result Plaintiff s fee&lth and medico! condition 
worsened coraidesabty. 

9. For one foil year of rceeiymg no fre&Srcraai, Pkmtig"s carcinoma metastasized from a 
3 -6mm bib& to include fee right rnmpit bx^&si ares and lymph nodes* Since July 2004, Plaii&ffs 
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medical treatment has included ffiree (3) surgical prccedtsxes and chemotherapy,, and these 
treatments &re continuing. 

t& pefeodsnfs bad a duty to Plaintiff to provide timely $m proper medical treatment. 
Defendants, by fteir actions and feihoe to timely m4 properly act with regard to Plaintiffs 
conation violated their duty of o&re to Plaistz££ As a direct rrnntt of Defendants* negligence^ 
Plaintiffs condition worsened to the point that she has been unable to work for any sa$tsoned 

period of time. 

ija ffigjatBelifi f 

WHSSEFOSE^ Plaiatlff requests this Honorable Cow to aw&r$ her ^osetary damage 
for pain and suffering, lo.&t wages ? r^tk^ment a&d <?&er benefits^ in the amoimt of five (5) feiljion 
dollars, Plaintiff al&> roasts to be gsv£& retirement status from the Air Force Reserves, as 
Plaaxrtiff had ooly approximately three (3) years remaining before hex retirement when her 
condition was discovered, With retirement, Plaintiff would be eligible for medical treatment at 
military &ciHlae& other than Oefendsnt YAMC Plaiafiflf also requests retirement at the rank of 
Colonel (0-6% whfch rsmk Pl^tiff maintains she w&uM have attained had she received from 
Defendants proper snd timely tn&dical tre&ts&eut of her condition,, 

R^pgclfelly submitted,. 

MARVA3EA^T-!|EH9RING } pw5fc/' 

S7G& Lyagate poiurt ^ 

Lanfaian, Maryland 20706 
Telephone: (301) 552-5055 

... C 




